This letter was published in the Globe and Mail on the 13th December 2005. It was in response to an article the previous day about the closing of the three remaining institutions in Ontario.
The Eternal List.

By ROBERT CHASSELS, Opportunities Mississauga for 21 Plus
Tuesday, December 13, 2005,

The Globe and Mail, Toronto

-- Re Group-Homes Row Goes To Court (Dec. 12):

Six Thousand on the waiting list for residential care in Ontario.

That is Six Thousand families on that long, perpetual list. As a parent of a 26yr old boy who is on that list, there is little hope that the situation will improve soon.

Six Thousand families who have to go through major contortions just to get a weekend break. 6,000 families who all have personal stories of hardship; from sleepless nights, broken dishes, bizarre behavior...

Six Thousand families who have built up incredible patience and understanding over decades. 6,000 families with two parents and perhaps one or two siblings. That is over 15,000 people in Ontario who are directly affected by this very long list. That is a small town (larger than Walkerton)! A small town full of motivated, caring and responsible people who are working and living with one arm tied behind their back.

There are signs that the Ontario government is working on this problem. They are looking for "creative" ways to provide better residential (and day) facilities. It is (apparently!) a long and slow process. On the positive side, they are dealing with a particularly patient and tolerant group of people. Will we all be so patient and tolerant when the list is TEN Thousand long - when I am 60, or 70 years old and still looking after my son?

