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The Honourable Harinder Takhar, 






August 20, 2008
Minister of Small Business and Consumer Services,
Dear Sir, 
Opportunities Mississauga for 21 Plus (OM21+) was one of the participants in the oral presentations to the Standing Committee on Social Policy regarding Bill 77, the Services for Persons with Developmental Disabilities Act, 2008 on August 5th. We are aware that this new legislation will profoundly transform the service delivery model for decades to come. We applaud the Ontario Government and the Minister of Community and Social Services for inviting stakeholders to participate through public hearings. 
As a follow up we would like to present you with a copy of the presentation made by Ron Pruessen (Chair OM21+), Barb Ashcroft and Sheila Swinton, as well as more information about our organization. This information delineates our extensive personal knowledge and expertise in the needs of adults with developmental disabilities.  

While OM21+ is positive regarding the proposed legislation, there are elements of vagueness and incompleteness that are of concern to our membership, the following are key:
· There is no preamble that clearly identifies the rights of Ontario citizens with developmental disabilities. Without an explicit recognition of the ‘citizenship’ of all persons, Bill 77 would lack an appropriate grounding – as well as the standards against which progress can be measured.
· OM21+ is also concerned with the lack of budget information attached to this proposed bill. The current, almost overwhelming, problems and the potentially costly transformations cannot be resolved without the provision of significant resources.
· As our ‘name’ suggests, we are an organization of parents and caregivers of adults with developmental disabilities. As such, most of us are becoming senior citizens who chose not to institutionalize our children many years ago and now find few supports providing respite from our daily challenges with adult children who are physically larger, more active and less compliant than when they were younger. In addition, there is the palpable fear of how and where these adult children of ours will be provided for the remainder of their lives once we, the parents, are no longer here. 
Credible provisions for respite and residential placement must be entrenched in the legislation. As a precedent, the Education Act guaranteed these now adult individuals special education programs and services until the age of 21. The services ended. The disability did not.
Included in this folder are a number of documents outlining the activities and accomplishments of our family-based organization. We hope that you will choose to consider these when deliberating the great responsibility of developing Bill 77 to be a milestone act of legislation.

With kind regards,
Natalie Whatley, 

OM 21Plus


